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Online  Search  Service 

The  ONLINE  SEARCH  SERVICE  of  the  University  of 
Illinois  at  Urbana-Champaign  is  a  service  provided  by 
the  Library  and  the  Information  Retrieval  Research 
Laboratory  (IRRL),  under  the  direction  of  Professor 
Martha  E.  Williams.  Information  retrieval  services  are 
provided  by  accessing  computer-readable  data  bases 
from  the  following  search  systems:  Battelle  Columbus 
Laboratories,  Bibliographic  Retrieval  Services,  Lock¬ 
heed  Information  Systems,  New  York  Times  Information 
Services,  and  the  System  Development  Corpora¬ 
tion. 

Faculty  members,  researchers,  and  students  often 
need  to  search  the  literature  for  publications  in 
subject  areas  they  are  investigating.  Manual  searching 
of  the  hard  copy  abstracting  and  indexing  services 
usually  requires  many  hours  of  searching  through 
volumes  of  indexes,  references,  and  abstracts.  One 
of  the  main  advantages  offered  by  the  ONLINE 
SEARCH  SERVICE  is  that  the  computer  can  retrieve 
references  more  quickly  than  a  manual  search. 

The  ONLINE  SEARCH  SERVICE  is  available  at 
these  locations:  IRRL,  located  on  the  fifth  floor  of 
the  Coordinated  Science  Laboratory  at  the  corner  of 
Goodwin  and  Springfield  avenues;  the  Reference 
Desk  of  the  main  Library;  the  Engineering  Library; 
and  the  Chemistry  Library.  Terminals  for  searching 
will  be  installed  in  additional  locations  as  demand 
increases. 


Subject  Areas  Covered 

IRRL  provides  access  to  more  than  80  different  data 
bases  (computer-readable  reference  sources)  cover¬ 
ing  most  subject  areas  of  interest  to  researchers.  The 
time  span  covered  varies  with  each  data  base.  One 
of  the  data  bases  covers  publications  from  1861  to 
the  present,  but  most  cover  1970  to  the  present.  The 
data  bases  can  be  categorized  into  five  general 
subject  areas:  arts  and  humanities,  business  and 
economics,  engineering  and  technology,  science 
and  medicine,  and  social  sciences.  Specific  subjects 
included  are  too  numerous  to  list  here,  but  further 
information  can  be  obtained  by  calling  one  of  the 
ONLINE  SEARCH  SERVICE  sites. 


Arts  and  Humanities 

America:  History  and  Life,  Artbibliographies  Modern, 
Comprehensive  Dissertation  Index,  ERIC,  Historical  Abstracts, 
LIBCON,  MARC,  New  York  Times,  Smithsonian  Science 
Information  Exchange,  Social  Science  Citation  Index 


Business  and  Economics 

American  Statistics  Index,  Chemical  Industry  Notes,  Chemical 
Market  Abstracts,  Comprehensive  Dissertation  Index,  Con¬ 
gressional  Record,  Defense  Market  Measures  System, 
Domestic  Statistics,  EIS  Plants,  Energy  Information  Abstracts, 
Equipment  Market  Abstracts,  F  &  S  Indexes,  Federal  Index, 
Foreign  Language  Index,  Foundation  Directory,  Foundation 
Grants  Index,  Government  Reports  Announcements,  Grant 
Information  System,  INFORM,  International  Statistics, 
Management  Contents,  New  York  Times,  PAIS,  Smithsonian 
Science  Information  Exchange,  Social  Science  Citation  Index 

Science  and  Medicine 

Abstract  Bulletin  of  the  Institute  of  Paper  Chemistry,  Air 
Pollution  Abstracts,  Aquatic  Sciences  and  Fisheries  Abstract, 
Biological  Abstracts,  CAIN,  CA  Subject  Index  Aiert,  Chemical 
Abstracts,  CHEMNAME,  Commonwealth  Agricultural 
Bureaux  Abstracts,  Comprehensive  Dissertation  Index,  Con¬ 
gressional  Record,  Current  Research  Information  System, 
Defense  Market  Measures  System,  Energy  Information 
Abstracts,  Environmental  Periodicals  Bibliography,  Federal 
Index,  Food  Science  and  Technology  Abstracts,  Govern¬ 
ment  Reports  Announcements,  LIBCON,  MARC,  Medlars, 
New  York  Times,  Patent  Concordance,  RINGDOC,  Science 
Citation  Index,  Smithsonian  Science  Information  Exchange, 
SPIN,  World  Patents  Index 

Engineering  and  Technology 

Abstract  Bulletin  of  the  Institute  of  Paper  Chemistry,  Air 
Pollution  Abstracts,  APILIT,  APIPAT,  CLAIMS/CHEM,  CLAIMS/ 
CLASS,  CLAIMS/GEM,  Comprehensive  Dissertation  Index, 
Computer  and  Control  Abstracts,  Current  Research  Informa¬ 
tion  System,  Defense  Market  Measures  System,  Electrical 
and  Electronics  Abstracts,  Energy  Information  Abstracts, 
Engineering  Index,  Environment  Abstracts,  Environmental 
Periodicals  Bibliography,  Federal  Index,  Food  Science  and 
Technology  Abstracts,  GeoArchive,  GeoRef,  Government 
Reports  Announcements,  Highway  Research  Information 
Service,  ISMEC  Bulletin,  LIBCON,  Library  and  Information 
Science  Abstracts,  MARC,  Management  Contents,  Maritime 
Research  Information  Service,  Medlars,  Metals  Abstracts, 
Meteorological  and  Geoastrophysical  Abstracts,  New  York 
Times,  Oceanic  Abstracts,  Patent  Concordance,  Petroleum 
Abstracts,  Petroleum/Energy  News,  Pharmaceutical  News 
Index,  Physics  Abstracts,  Pollution  Abstracts,  Railroad  Re¬ 
search  Information  Service,  Science  Citation  Index,  Smith¬ 
sonian  Science  Information  Exchange,  Society  of  Automo¬ 
tive  Engineers  Abstracts,  SPIN,  Textile  Information  Treat¬ 
ment  Users’  Service,  World  Aluminum  Abstracts 

Social  Sciences 

AIM/ARM,  America:  History  and  Life,  American  Statistics 
Index,  Comprehensive  Dissertation  Index,  Congressional 
Information  Service,  Congressional  Record,  ERIC,  Excep¬ 
tional  Child  Education  Abstracts,  Federal  Index,  Foreign 
Language  Index,  Government  Reports  Announcements, 
Language  and  Language  Behavior  Abstracts,  LIBCON, 
Library  and  Information  Science  Abstracts,  MARC,  National 
Information  Center  for  Educational  Media,  New  York  Times, 
PAIS,  Psychological  Abstracts,  Smithsonian  Science  In¬ 
formation  Exchange,  Social  Science  Citation  Index,  Socio¬ 
logical  Abstracts 
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How  an  Online  Search  Is  Conducted 

Persons  interested  in  obtaining  an  online  search 
should  call  the  most  convenient  site  for  an  appoint¬ 
ment;  IRRL  (333-7258  or  333-0404);  Reference  Desk 
(333-2290);  or  Engineering  Library  (late  fail,  1977); 
or  Chemistry  Library  (333-3737).  Prior  to  the  online 
session  at  the  terminal,  the  requester  discusses  the 
topic  with  the  information  scientist  who  assists  the 
requester  in  developing  an  appropriate  strategy  for 
retrieving  the  expected  citations.  Communication 
with  the  search  system  is  provided  by  the  information 
scientist,  and  the  requester  judges  the  relevance  of 
citations  which  are  retrieved  during  the  online  session. 
A  printed  bibliography  is  available  to  the  requester 
and  is  printed  either  online  or  offline.  Offline  prints 
are  received  within  approximately  four  days. 

Costs  of  an  Online  Search 

Searches  are  provided  on  a  fee  basis.  UIUC  staff  and 
students  pay  only  for  the  use  of  the  search  system  and 
hard  copy  bibliography.  The  ONLINE  SEARCH  SERVICE 
provides  the  experience  and  assistance  of  an  informa¬ 
tion  scientist. 

Charges  vary  with  the  particular  search  system  used 
for  the  information  request.  Typical  searches  run  from 
$3  to  $25  per  search,  depending  on  the  particular 
data  base,  the  system  used,  and  the  number  of  pages 
printed  offline.  Further  information  and  price  lists  for 
available  data  bases  can  be  obtained  by  contacting: 

IRRL,  333-7258  or  333-0404 
Reference  Desk,  333-2290 
Engineering  Library,  (late  fall,  1977) 

Chemistry  Library,  333-3737 


